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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — EMERGENCY DRILLING CONTRACTS — 
RICHARD NIXON 

Statement 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.46 pm]: I know that 
people are anxious to move on, so I will not take up my full time. I was approached several weeks ago by some 
people who work in the drilling industry in this state. They raised with me some concerns about the tendering 
process for the Gascoyne food bowl project, which is a significant project that runs at about $8 billion to 
$9 billion and is funded by royalties for regions. They were very concerned about the processes and canvassed 
the fact that over the past few years the same one or two companies have seemed to get the projects and received 
the benefit of the tenders. They queried the language used in the tenders because it was considered quite narrow 
and specific; basically, it excluded other opportunities. They sought some advice about the manner of the tenders 
and they approached the Ombudsman, who told them to see a member of Parliament to take up the issue. They 
wrote to the Premier to seek advice and raise their concerns. It was not until after I asked questions about these 
tenders of the Minister for Agriculture and Food in this place in late October that they finally received a response 
from the Department of Finance, which sought a meeting with them a couple of weeks ago. At that point they 
raised a series of about 12 questions with the Department of Finance about the processes used during the tender 
period and what sort of level of inquiry was conducted into the owners of the companies that put in tender 
documents. To date they have not received any response from the Department of Finance that I am aware of. 
I continue to ask questions today, particularly about an individual who is contracted to work for the 
Department of Agriculture and Food, because it seems curious to me that this individual would sit on the panel—
albeit without voting rights, as we were told today—to approve a company with which he had a direct 
connection for a tender worth about $1.24 million. I note that prior to this tender, this individual and his partner 
changed the directors of Advanced Bore Services, which was the recipient of this tender, and put in the wife of 
his partner as a director. I raise this as a concern. It is unfortunate that the Minister for Agriculture and Food is 
away on urgent parliamentary business. These people are quite concerned about how these tenders have been put 
out and how they have been applied. I sincerely hope that the Department of Finance provides the answers that 
these people are looking for. 
If we go back through the documents, we see a very clear link between the individual, Mr Nixon, who has his 
own company, Global Groundwater, and Advanced Bore Services. He is also linked to another company that he 
does not have a direct engagement with, but advertises on his own website. These three companies have been the 
beneficiaries of the tenders for this project over the past few years. The questions around conflict of interest 
could have been better addressed. I would have thought that a person involved in a contract to provide advice to 
the department would have stepped right away from any involvement in the tendering process and certainly any 
involvement in the company with which they were engaged and that ended up being the recipient of those tender 
arrangements. I just wanted to put that on the record and ask that the Minister for Agriculture and Food and the 
Minister for Finance both investigate the concerns of the individuals who work in that sector around the 
tendering process and ensure that there are no conflicts and provide the answers that the industry expects, 
because this has created a lot of frustration. These individuals say that there is really not much point in putting in 
tenders for projects in this space, given that it appears that it has already been determined where the tenders will 
go. I have been advised that the individual who works for the department also had some involvement in crafting 
the tender document that goes out. The advice from experts in the area is that the way in which the tender was 
crafted for this particular project would have automatically excluded other companies. 
It is of concern to me that this matter has been raised, and I said to these people that I would put on the record 
their concerns about the way in which the tenders for the food bowl initiative had been managed. I sincerely 
hope that the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Agriculture and Food have a look at the process and, if 
there are any matters of concern, seek to rectify them and take appropriate steps to make sure it does not happen 
again. 
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